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My LOR p, 
„ OUR Lordſhip's eſtabliſh'd Cha- 
I rater, your Humanity and Good- 
neſs, and the Warmth you have 
always ſhewn for the Intereſt of 
your Country ; for the Support 
and Maintenance of the Laws of 
the Land; your Reſolution, and 
the Encouragement you daily ſhew for the Pro- 
ſecuting Offenders; has induc'd' me to lay this 
before your Lordihip ; in hopes of that Aſſiſtance 
you have always been ready to give, upon all 
Occcaſions, and in all Stations, to promote Reli- 
gion, Morality, and Honeſty, and a due Obedience 
to the Laws of God and Man. 
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THE Suppreſſing of Gaming-Houſes, Night- 
Houſes, and other Diſorderly Houſes, being re- 
commended from the Throne, to the Juſtices of 
the Peace for the County of Middleſex, and to 
the Juſtices of the Peace for the City and Li- 
berty of Weſtminſter; in order to prevent Mur- 
thers and Felonies in the Streets, and publick 
Cheats, which are daily and openly practiſed, in 
Defiance of all Law : The Juſtices met ſeveral 
Times, and iſſued out their Warrants for theſe 
Purpoſes, and having uſed all the Means that 
the Law dire&s them, without any great Suc- 
ceſs; I ſhall lay before your Lordſhip what has 
been done ; what have been the greateſt Obſta- 
cles to this great and good Work; and what 
a miſerable Condition this Community. muſt 


needs be in, by having in it Societies of Men, 


(I ſhould ſay Thieves) who openly and avow- 
edly have aſſociated themſelves into Compa- 
mes and Partnerſhips, to rob Families, and to 
ruin the greateſt Part of the growing People 
about this Town: Gentlemen, that from their 
own good Parts, and liberal Educations, might 
grow to be conſiderable in the World, uſeful 
to their Country, and a Comfort and an Honour 
to their Families, by unhappily falling into the 


Acquaintance of Gameſters, are ſoon cheated of 


their ready Money ; to retrieve which, they 
ſtake their Credit: And having loft both 
Money and Credit, by a falſe Notion of Ho- 
nour, which at preſent prevails, they betake 
themſelves to little, mean, and diſhonourable 
Shifts, to raiſe Money at an extraordinary 
Price, that they may diſcharge a Debt con- 
tracted with a Thief, who rob>'d them of the 
Money fo lect within a few Minutes after: 
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Nay, indeed, the Gentleman is in ſome Mea- 
fure oblig d to pay the Thief, leaſt he ſhould 
be expoſed by him among his Friends and 
Acquaintance, or leaſt the Thief ſhould demand 
Satisfaction of him; which, in Engliſh, is, en- 
deavouring to cut the Gentleman's Throat, 
within a few Days after he has robb'd him of 
his Money and Credit: To avoid either of 
thoſe Inconveniencies, he thinks himſelf obliged 
to defraud ſome Friend, Relation, or poor 
Tradeſman. 

WERE the Numbers of thoſe Thieves 
but a few, or their Gains but ſmall, it would 
not be worth mentioning: But there are ſe- 


veral Hundreds in and about this Town, who live 


every Way more expenſive and elegant, than 
Men of Eftates can do: And were it poffible 
to examine into the Circumſtances of theſe 
Pilfering Vagrants, I am certain there 1s not 
One in Ten among them, that can make it 
appear he's worth one Month's Expence of his 
Manner of Living. But as I am breaking thro? 
the Method I propos'd, I will return to ac- 
quaint your Lordſhip with what the Juſtices 
have done for thefe two Winters, (in Obedience 
to the Commands they receiv'd from their Su- 
periours) to root out, or at leaſt check, as far 
as they could, (as the Law now ſtands) the 
pernicious Practices of ſuch lawleſs and incorrigi- 
ble Rogues, who ſupport and maintain thoſe ſcan- 
dalous Houſes, againſt the Law of the Land, and 
are themſelves ſupported and maintain'd by thoſe 


Houſes, and no other Way. 


THE juſtices held their firſt Pettit-Seſſions 
for that Purpoſe at Covent-Garden Veſtry, Octob. 
11. 1720. At which Time, they granted _ 
| ar- 
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Warrants, returnable the next Day at Ten of 
the Clock ; to which Time they adjourn'd: 
At their Meeting the next Day (according to 
Adjournment), the Conſtables made a Return 
of their Warrant, and brought fourteen Per- | 
| ſons, taken at a common Gaming-Houſe, who 1 
were all bound over to the next Quarter 7 
| Seflions at Weſtminſter: Another Warrant was | 
| then granted, which Warrant was return'd the 
next Day, and nothing done upon it: On the 4 
| 14th, the Conſtables apprehended one Captain : 
Mac (who had before attempted to 44 
murder the Conſtables, and made his Eſcape) 
at a Gaming-Houſe in the Little Piazza: Ano- 
ther Warrant was made out on the 17th of 
October, but nothing was done thereon, as to 
the Gamins-Houſes: The Juſtices met again 
on the 2th, but nothing then was done: They 
met again on the 1ſ of November, at the Rum- 
mer in Gerard- ſtreet, where they receiv'd Infor- 
mations againſt Thirty Gaming-Honſes, Where 
Hazard-Tables, and Faroe-Banks are kept; and 
that the Sons, Apprentices, and Servants of ſe- * 
veral Merchants, Lawyers, and Tradeſmen, 
frequented thoſe Houſes; whoſe Parents and 
Maſters were then order'd to be advertiſed 
thereof, in order to prevent thoſe young Peo- 
ple for the future from frequenting ſuch Houſes, 
leaſt they ſhould rob or defraud their Parents 
and Maſters of Money to bear the Expence of 
ſuch ſcandalous Places and Company: The 
| FJuſtices then allo received Information of cer- 
tain Houſes, where Hops, or Balls, and Ma- | 
ſquerades were kept, and frequented by lewd 
Women and other diſorderly Perſons; and of 
a great many Night-Houſes, Bawdy-Houſes, 1 
| and | 
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and other diforderly Houſes, that have no 
Manner of Buſineſs in the Day-time, and ſub- 
ſiſt only by harbouring Highwaymen, Houſe- 
breakers, Pick-pockets, Gameſters, 22 eſs Servants, 
and other diforderly People, who were the 
Occaſion of many Riots, Tumults, Robberies, 
and other Diſorders in the Night. At this 
Meeting, Warrants were granted againſt com- 
mon Gameſters, the Keepers of Gaming-Houſes, 
and ſeveral other diſorderly Houſes, as afore- 
faid, which Warrants were made returnable the 
3d of November : But the Gameſters having got 
Intelligence of the Juſtices Proceedings, began 
to barricade their Doors, and came to a Reſoſu- 
tion among themſelves, that whenever the 
Conſtables ſhould come to diſturb them, they 
would put out their Lights, and ſtab them in the 
Dark; fo that the Conſtables could do nothing 
with the Gaming-Houſes upon this Warrant : 
Another Warrant was granted at this Meeting, 
againſt two noted Gameſters, for reſiſting and 
inſulting the Conſtables. And then the Juſtices 
adjourn'd to the 8th, and from the 8th (at the 
Requeſt of a particular Gentleman) to the 1 2th : 
At which Time being met at Covent-Garden 
Veſtry, the High Conſtables Beadles came before 
them, with their Warrant unexecuted; and it 
appear'd by a Conſtable then preſent, that the 
Warrant had been expoſed, and the Parties 
had Notice ſent them to keep out of the Way : 
At this Meeting, a few Perſons were bound 
over to the Seſſions, for keeping Night-Houſes, 
Bawdy-Houſes, and other diſorderly Houſes ; 
and then the Juſtices adjourn'd their Meeting 
to the 17th, at the Bear-Tavern in the Strand: 


At which Meeting two Perſons were bound over 
to 
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to Seſſions, for keeping Gamino-Houſes, where 


many ſcandalous Perſons, both Men and Wo: 
men, met frequently, to play for great Sums of 
Money ; and the Houſes lay under the Imputa- 
tion of providing Beds for ſome of their Cu- 
ſtomers, for particular Purpoſes; the Perſons 
that frequented both theſe H ouſes had often 
quarrelld at the Doors, crying out Murder, 
to the great Diſturbance of the Neighbourhood, 
at unſeaſonable Hours: The Juſtices then ad- 
journ'd their Meeting to the 22d at the ſame 
Place; when being met, and finding that the 
Keepers of about Sixteen Gaming-Houſes, in and 
near Covent-Garden, did not attend, according to 
the Summons ſent them; Warrants were or- 
der'd againſt them for their Contempt: And 
then they adjour'd their Meeting to the 
ſame Place on the 26th of November; Notice 
whereof was given to Thirty Juſtices of the 
Peace, then to attend the Chairman, in order to 
conſider of the moſt proper Methods towards 
ſupprefling the Gaming-Houſes, who were now 
become lawleſs, and had ſet the Magiſtrates at 
Defiance. At this Meeting, the Juſtices finding 
that the Gameſters had got the Conſtables ſo 
much in their Intereſt, that no Warrant could 
be ſerved on any Gameſter, or in any Gaming- 
Houſe ; it was order'd, that a Warrant againſt 
the Gaming-Houſes, and Gameſters therein, ſhould 


be given to the High-Conſtable to execute, 
and that a ſele& Number of Conſtables out of + 
every Pariſh, do attend him in the Execution 


thereof; which Warrant he ſhould make a 
Return of on the 3oth, at the Bedford Head 


Tavern in Southampton-ftreet ; to which Time 


and Place they adjourn'd: At this Meeting, 
the 
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the Juſtices were further confirm'd of the Con- 
ſtables Inſolence towards them, and their 
Friendſhip with the Gameſters; one Conftable 
was bound over for neglecting to ſerve a War- 
rant on the Keeper of a Gaming-Houſe, who 
liv'd next Door to him ; another Conſtable was 
committed to the Gate-Houſe for Contempt, and 
refuſing to obey the Juſtices Commands, having 
(when a Warrant was brought to him to ſerve 
on ſome Gameſters) thrown it into the Dirt, at 
the ſame Time profanely Swearing that he would 
not ſerve it: The Juſtices then reſolv'd to 
give no more Warrants to the High-Conſtable; 
and that he was guilty of great Neglect and 
Contempt, in not executing the Warrants to 
him directed, and in not attending the Juſtices, 
at their ſeveral Meetings, to do as he had been 

commanded. | 
The High and Pettit Conſtables, with the 
Beadles, being choſen by the Gourt of Bur- 
geſſes, or Leet-Court of the Dean and Chapter 
of Weſtminſter ;, and a certain great Officer mak- 
ing a conſiderable yearly Advantage, by com- 
pounding Fines with the Keepers of Gaming, 
and other diſorderly Houſes, as it appear'd 
upon Oath made ; the Juſtices began to account 
for the Conduct of the High and Pettit Con- 
ſtables; and finding that the Gameſters had form'd 
an Alliance with a juriſdiction that has ſubſiſted 
Time immemorial; a juriſdiction, that will 
not allow any others, even doing of good Offi- 
ces within it; they began to think, that the 
Proſecution of the Gameſters, claſhing with the 
Intereſt of this juriſdiction, would be of no 
more Effect than their Attempts for the better 
regulating of the Watch, and for the _— 
B Clear 
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cleaning and paving of the Streets (which are 


now in a worſe Condition than the Streets of 
any other City in the World). At this Meet- 
ing, 2 pretended Friend to the Commiſſion of 


the Peace, and one that ſeem'd to have the 


Honour of it very much at Heart, tho' his 
Conduct ſince appears to be to its Diſhonour; 
with great Formality and Importance, in Looks 
and Speech, mov'd that this Affair of the 


| Gaming-Houſes might be proſecuted by Preſent- 


—_— —Uä—— 
—— 


ment in the Burgeſs-Court at Weſtminſter : From 
this Speech, the reſt of the Gentlemen ſoon per- 


ceiv'd him to be an Alſatian, and have not ſince 


regarded what he has ſaid, tho' he has come 


often among them uninvited, and pretended 
great Zeal. 


The juſtices of the Peace were ſufficiently 
convinced of the Conduct of the Court of Bur- 
geſſes, and of their ſummoning Baylitfs: For 
when the Keepers of Gaming, Bamdy, and other 


\ Diforderly Houſes, were bound over to the Quar- 


ter-Seſſions, to be proſecuted according to Law, 
it does appear, upon Oath made, that the Sum- 


moning Bayliffs pay Twenty Pounds per Ann. each, 


to the High Bayliff of Weſtminſter, for Liberty 
to ſummon the Juries: So great a Power being 


lodg'd in ſuch low Hands: The Juſtices found 


the Conſequences ; for at a Quarter-Seſſions, 
where ſeveral of the abovementioned were to 


be Proſecuted, the Summoning Bayliff did, (as 


He has ſince declared upon Oath) by the Dire- 


ction of two Burgeſſes, ſummon ten Perſons, 
and thoſe two Burgeſſes at the Head of them, 
who, upon Examination, were found to be ſeveral 
of them Tradeſmen, that are daily imploy'd by 


dhoſe very Perſons that were to be Proſecuted; 


others 
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others were then Bail for the Profecuted ; and | 
leaſt the returning Officer ſhould have been 
ſuſpe&ed of returning his Pannel out of the 
Neighbourhood where ſuch Diſorderly and Gam- 
ing-Houſes are, he puts them down as Inhabitants | 
of different and diſtant Pariſhes, tho' in Reality 
Eleven of them were Inhabitants of one and 
the ſame Pariſh: And he owned, that he knew 
them ſo to be when he return'd the Pannel. 
About Twenty of the Juſtices met on the 
17th, at the Bedford-head Tavern, but found 
themſelves diſcover'd in whatever they ſaid and 
did; and that the Gameſters had ſo ſecur'd their 
Houſes with ſpik'd Doors or Hatches, that there 
was no getting at them but by Surprize: And 
being inform'd that there was a Gaming Table 
kept at the King's Head by Temple-Bar, for the 
Benefit and Advantage of a Perſon, often call'd 
by the Name of The Welſh Ambaſſador ; which 
Houſe was frequented by Highwaymen, Houſe- 
breakers, and ſome Gentlemens Servants belong- 
ing to the Inns of Courts: And that particu- 
larly one Piggot, a Highwayman, came often thert; 
[this Piggot was preſs d for refuſing to plead at the 
Old Bailey, and is ſince hang d for * Robberies] 
they granted their Warrant to ſearch this noto- 
rious Houſe: In the Execution of which, the 
Conſtables having got Admittance into the 
Houſe, found Nine Perſons at Play, whom (with 
the Box-keeper) they ſecured. The Box-xeeper, 
and one of the Gameſters, (Aſſiſtant to the Box- 
keeper) were committed to Newgate for want 
of Sureties; an Half-Pay Lieutenant, and ano- 
ther young Gentleman, were bound in a Re- 
cogmzance not to frequent or play at thole 
Gaming-Houſes for the future; a young Man our 
B 2 ot 
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of Charter-Houſe-Square, a Servant to a Gentle- 
man in Lincolnſhire ;, a Servant to a Gentleman in 
Queen-ſtreet, Golden-Square , a young Student of 
the Temple ; an Apothecary of Hampſted ; and a 
Clockmaker in Coleman. ſtreet; were all commit- 


ted to Bridewel in Tuttle-ſields, for want of Sure 


ties: This being the laſt Meeting that any Thing 
material was done at, the Juſtices broke up 


without any Adjournment, finding it impoſſible 


to go on with their Undertaking, fince they were 
betrayed and diſcovered in every Thing they did 
or undertook ; and the Conſtables either neglect- 
ing, or abſolutely refuſing to execute their 
Warrants. | 

The Gameſters finding the Proſecution drop'd, 
appeared more barefac'd, and began to threaten 
the Juſtices with Actions, for diſturbing them 


in their Habitations, and their Occupations ; 


adding, that they had made a common Bank, 
and ſince they were adviſed by their Council, 
that the Laws were either deficient againſt them, 
or at leaſt ſo intricate, that the Gameſters could 
not be eaſily convicted; and as they had raiſed 
a Sum to defend all Proſecutions, and all Perſons 
imployed by the Gameſters, the Magiſtrates 
were menaced daily; and the Juſtices that had 
the Supprefling this Villany moſt at Heart, 
after meeting at above Twenty Petty-Seſſions, 
at the Expence of their Time and Money, and 
all to no Purpoſe ; the Gaming-Houſes in and about 
Covent-Garden only, increaſed from Three to near 
Thirty ; and the Juſtices meeting with ſo much 
Treachery, Oppoſition and Imbarraſſment, from 
Gentlemen not uſually ſummoned to meet them 
they began to think their Labour in vain, unleſ 
the Legiſlature would think fic to make a new 
— $5 | Law, 
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Law, for the more eaſie Conviction, and entire 
ſuppreſſing of thoſe Thieves, that ruin ſo many 
Families. | 

But the Juſtices being encouraged by a great: 
many Gentlemen of Worth, Honour, and. For- 
tune, to renew the Proſecution againſt the 
Gameſters; and finding ſome noted Gentlemen 
left out of the Commiſſion; that the Number of 
Gaming-Houſes increaſed, and the Peoples Com- 
plaints againſt them were very loud; and that 
ſeveral young Gentlemen had been defrauded 
of great Sums of Money; that ſeveral Servants 
and Apprentices had robb'd their Maſters of ve- 
ry conſiderable Sums, and afterwards loſt them 
at the Gaming-Houſes, and had left their 
Maſters, and were no where to be heard of 
or ſeen, but by Candle-light, at ſome of the 
Gaming-Houſes: And the Juſtices having re- 
ceived Informations upon Oath, That ſeveral 
High-way Men frequented thoſe Gaming- 
Houſes, and that there were ſeveral Bank-Bills 
and others actually paid away at the Gaming- 
Houſes, which had been taken out of the 
Briſtol Mail, and from others on the High-Way; 
the Juſtices did meet their Chairman, and the 
Chairman of their Committee; at which Meet- 
ing, it was reſolv'd that a ſelect Number, ſuch 
as were deemed moſt hearty in this Proſecu- 
tion, ſhould be from time to time ſummor'd 
by either of the Chairmen, and that they ſhould 
Summon one another as privately as they 
could. 

The firſt Meeting was on the 17th of Octo- 
ber, at the Bedford-Head Tavern in Southam- 
pten- Street Cydent- Garden, where a Warrant was 
made out againſt the Gameſters, and ſeveral 
eb Gaming- 
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Gaming-Houſes, and ſeveral Keepers of Night- 
Cellars, and Night-Houſes, and other Diſor- 


derly Houſes; and adjourned till the 24% of 


Oftober, and then to meet at the ſame Place 
again; at this Meeting ſome Affairs of another 
Nature were diſpatched, and then the Gen- 


tlemen adjourned themſelves to the 31/4 of 


Oftober, at the Crown-Tavern over againſt St. Cle- 
ment's Church. The Meetings, and every thing 
the Juſtices did at them, being diſcovered to 
the Gameſters, they thought it improper to 


adjourn to any. certain Time or Place: But 


it was order'd that the Chairman (when he 
mould think fit) ſhould ſummon what Juſtices 


he thought moſt proper, and zealous for the 


carrying on this Proſecution. And for the 


greater Privacy, and more effeCtual Proceed- 
ing in this Affair, the Time, Place, and Per- 
ſons, to att for the future, was left entirely 


to the Appointment of the Chairman, in 
hopes, if poſfible, to prevent Gentlemen (whom 
there might be Cauſe to ſuſpect) from coming 
to the Meeting for the future, either as Ad- 


vocates or Sollicitors for the Gameſters, or as 


pretended Friends to the Commiſſion. 

The Firſt Private Meeting was on November 
the 4th, at the Foantain in the Strand, where a 
noted Gameſter was bound over, for making 
a Riot and a Diſturbance at a Gaming-Houlſe 
late at Night, where Murder was cry'd out, 
and the Watch call'd for, and charged with 
this Perſon by his Comrades, for what they 
call ſtriking the Bank ; the Engliſh of which is, 
Drawing his Sword in the Drawing-Room, and 
putting out the Candles, and challenging any 
Body to fight him, and continuing thus tur- 
| bulent, 
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bulent, till Peace be bought of him, the Price 
of which bears no Proportion to his Paſſion, 
but is more or leſs, according to the Value of 
the Bubble who is a ftripping, or what Profit 
the Thieves are like to make of him. This 
being a Family-Quarrel, it was not expected 
that there ſhould be any farther Proſecution. 
There happening little more of Moment at: 
this Meeting, the Gentlemen broke up, and 
were ſummon'd by the Chairman to meet him 
at the Bell-Tavern on Wedneſday Night, the 
10th of November : At this Meeting ſeveral Peo- 
le were bound over for keeping Bawdy-Houles, 

and other Diſorderly Houſes. 

And then the Juſtices adjourn'd to the 13th, 
at Covent-Garder Veſtry, where about 30 Juſtices 
were ſummon'd to meet, to conſider farther of 
what Means might be taken more effectually 
to ſuppreſs the Gameſters, and Gaming-Houſes. 
The Juſtices having now received Information 
of a young Gentleman who had loſt above 
3000 J. in a very little Time, to the utter 
Ruine of him and his Family; and that three 
Gameſters particularly had lately beſet the ſame 
Gentleman, and defrauded him of 622 /. and 
6d. in one Night at Play, with a falſe Box 
and Dice: The Manner of doing this was 
ſo unſpeakably ſhocking to every Body that heard 
it, that the Juſtices could do no leſs than 
uſe their Endeavours to detect the Cheats, 
and bring them to Juſtice. A Warrant being 
iſſued againſt them, one only was taken, who, 
when he was examined, ſaid, that he was a 
Gentleman, and lived upon an Annuity, that he 
had payable unto him out of the Country, 


and that he was no Gameſter, nor ever fre- 
quented 


0161 2 
quented any Gaming-Houſe; but ſince his 
Commitment to Newgate, it does appear, that 


this Miſcreant is a common Gamefter, and was 


a Partner in a Faroe-Bank very lately, and 
turn d out of that Society for ſome indirect 
Practices, not conſiſtent with the Character and 
Reputation of a Faroe Dealer. And yet not- 
withſtanding all this, this Creature found People 
to be Sureties, and a juſtice that practiſes in the 
Verge of the Court to accept of his Sureties, 
and admit him to Bail, notwithſtanding tis di- 
rectly contrary to an Order of Seſſions to Bail 
other Gentlemens Commitments, without firſt 
acquainting the Committing Juſtice or Juſtices 
with it, if he or they bein Town: And this 
can be no manner of Hardſhip to a Priſoner ; 
for if the Committing Juſtice ſhould inſiſt upon 
Extraordinary Bail, or refuſe ſufficient Bail; 
upon the leaſt Application to any of my Lords 


the Judges, a Priſoner would be ſure to have 


Juſtice done him ; but for that Reaſon, a Thief 
never will apply there, if he can help it. | 

I hope in due Time ſome Notice will be 
taken of thoſe practiſing Gentlemen, that do 
not only bring a Scandal upon their Frater- 
mty, but by admitting Priſoners improperly to 
Bail, or by taking inſufficient Bail, many of 
the King's good Subjects go without Redreſs of 


their Grievances, and too many lawleſs and cri- 


minal Perſons eſcape unpuniſhed, for ſome of 
the greateſt Offences that can he committed a- 
gainſt the Law of the Land. This is what muſt al- 
ways be expected, when Power is put into the 
Hands of neceſſitous Perſons. Tis a great Tem- 
ptat ion to a weak, frail Man, that has a good Ap- 
petite, but no Dinner, to go a littie out of the 
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Way, not only to ſatisfy, but even to induige 
his Appetite. When an Inſtance of this kiud 
happens, People that get Eſtates by no greater 
Labour than that of Dealing a Pack of Cards, 


have it always in their Power to convince an in- 


digent Gentleman, that they do not value Mo- 
ney, thus ſo eafily come by, if they can uſe it as 
a Means to fruſtrate the Ends of Law, and the 
ſtricteſt Rules of juſtice. But to return to my 
S „ d LE EWSY 

The Perſons concerned in Defrauding this 
young Gentleman, their Characters are as fol- 
low: One of them (and the moſt fortunate) was 
brought up a Barber, who having a nimble Hand, 
betook himſelt for about two Years paſt, to the 
Art and Myſtery of living upon. a Pack of Cards, 
and has ſucceeded ſo well in two Years, as to be 
able to quit an honeſt; induſtrious Employment, 
that he ſerved ſeven Years Apprenticeſhip to 
learn; and is reputed to be one of the greateſt 
Maſters of his Faculty, and to have ſome T hou- 
fands of Pounds in his Pocket. ui 10 

The ſecond was, by his Parents, bound out an 
Apprentice to a profitable, though laborious, 
Trade of a Packer, in the City of London, and very 
undeſervedly (among the People of his new Pro- 
feſſion) is to this Day called, Dick the Pacter. 1 
have not much to ſay of this Man's Wealth or 


Character, he being diſcharged from being an 


Under-ſharer of a Faroe-Table for ill Practices, 
and that I believe before he made himſelf eaf\ 


in his Fortune; and I fear that his Character is 


of Jate ſo much blown, that he willnot have .it 


often in his Power to get great Wealth by 


Gaming. 8 
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The Third of this Gang, and think the moſt 
dexterous arid induſtrious of them, and one of 
the moſt noted in this Town for a quick Finger, 
was exhibited as a Country Gentleman, that had 
a mighty well-timber'd Eftate in the North, and 
never play d at any Game but Whisk for Half a 
Crown; and that only among Women, in Chriſt- 
mas time. This Harpie, as a raw young Coun- 
try Geatleman, was to handle the Box and Dice 
very awkardly, not only to blind the Gentle- 
man that they hard drawn in, but the better to 
carry on the Cheat ; under the Pretence of Awk- 
wardneſs and Ignorance, - he play'd the Peep and 
Slur much better than he could have done, if he 
had ſeem'd handy at a Profeſſion which he hath 
been brought up to from his Cradle, always un- 
der the Care and Inſtructions of an acute Father: 


A Man that has bronght into the World more 


Fineſſes, in Play and Life, (as Thieves call it) than 


any other Man now living has done. The Fa- 
ther is a remarkable Man both in Size and Com- 


plexion, and is often ſeen to walk in the Piazza 


of Covent-Garden with a particular Set of People, 


generally the lower Claſs of Miſcreants ; among 
whom, there is ſcarce one that will exchange 
Half a Crown with him. This Fellow has drawn 


in more young Apprentices, and young Citizens, 


for ought I know, than any ten Men beſides, 
and has reign'd as the greateſt Sharper for 
many Years. Indeed inthe late Queen's time, he 
was like to have been made ſerviceable to his 
Country, being taken up as a common Vagabond, 


- 


in Order to be ſent away as a Soldier, but he 
eſcaped by being a Freeman of the City of Lon- 
don; and inſtead of ſerying his Country, he hath 


— 22 


19 ] 
continued Pillaging Mankind ever ſince, and has: 
{ſeduced a great Number of Apprentices and Ser- 


vants. 
But to return to the Packer, Barber, and the 


pretended Country Gentleman; theſe three vile 
Miſcreants were not content with the young 


 Gentleman's loſing his Money to them at their 


own Shops or Offices, but they were now reſol- 
ved to devour him at once, and divide him a- 
mong themſelves only ; firſt the Packer goes to 
his Houle to pay him a Viſit, and then the Bar- 
ber and his Country Friend tollow'd, as it were by 
Accident; and being all met, they enticed the 
Gentleman out of his Houſe with them to a Ta- 
vern, where, by the Help of a falſe Box, they 
defrauded and cheated the Gentleman in a little 
time of all he had, which appears to be 622 
and 6d. | 

Thus having got the laſt Six-pence, the ſhame- 
leſs Rogues threaten'd the Gentleman, that if he 
{poke any thing of the Matter to any Man living, 
one of them would expoſe him among his Ac- 
quaintance ; and another of the Raſcals ſwore, 
that he would put the Gentleman to Death, if e- 
ver his Name ſhould be calld in queſtion about 
this Matter. This Practice of threatning People 
after they are robb'd, is that which no Highway- 
man has yet had Impudence enough to do. 
And having thus by Threats obliged the Gen- 
tleman to promiſe, and ſwear, that this ſhould 
remain a Secret, they went their Way, without 
returning him ſo much Money as would buy 
him a Dinner. 

The Barber is every Night to be met with at 
his Office in the Play-houſe Paſſage, formerly a 


Brandy-ſhop, among his Partners: This Man, 
G2 and 


11 

and a few more upon the ſame Eſtabliſhment, 
hive ſhared within theſe two Years, above 
20000 J. amongſt them: every Penny ot which 
has certainly been gained by unlawful Ga- 
ming, and againſt the Law of the Country they 
live in. One of the great Proprietors of the 
Faroe-Tables, who now is accounted worth above 
60000 |. was within theſe few Years a Drawer 
at a Tayern in the Pall-Aal, and having more 
Dexterity and Slight of Hand than any other 
Man, a compoſed Face, and not talkative, he 
was admitted to he a Dealer or Operator at the 
late $paniſh Ambaſſador's Aſſemblies; and from 
this low and ſcandalous Beginning, is now a 
Gentleman of Fortune; and had the Aſſurance 
not long ago to endeavour to be a Magiſtrate, 
which he continued to be for three or four 
Days, to the eternal Diſhonour of that Com- 
miſſion; but as ſoon as his Character was known, 
the Great and Honourable Perſon, under whoſe 
Direction that Affair is, did the Gentlemen of 
that Commiſſion the Honour to ſtrike out this 
Varlet from among them with a proper Con- 
tempt ; and he now goes on in his old Commiſh- 
on of Faroe, and is a conſiderable Proprietor in ſe- 
veral Faroe Banks, to the great Prejudice of ſeveral 
of his Majeſty's good People. 
When any Houſe in or near either of the 
Play-houſes happens to he vacant, or if they can 
Hear of any that is not actually leaſed out, theſe 
Vermin take them over honeſt Tradeſmens 
Heads, which they turn to thieving Shops, for 
theReception of Highway-men, Bullies, common 
Aſſiflins, and Affi davit-Men, inſomuch that the 
Parts of the Town that are frequented by theſe 
C.eatures, are dangerouſly infected with Rob- 
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bers and Knaves; and the Streets as dangerous 
in the Night as they are at Padua A miſerable 
Proſpett in a civilized Country, to ſee lawleſs 
Gangs of Banditti, Out-laws, and Felons, rob- 
bing and plundering their Fellow-Citizens, in 
Defiance of all Law ; and though they are ori- 
ginally, and thro' the whole of their Lives, 
known to be the meaneſt among Men, yet there 
is not a Thief among them that does not call 
himſelf a Man of Honour, and dares to do any 
thing but get his Livehhood in any other Way, 
by any Trade or Calling, but that of a profeſſed 
Sharper and Gameſter ;, a Profeſſion, that no other 
Country in the World ever ſuffered ; but, on the 


contrary, they have always been eſteem'd and 


dealt with as Out-laws and Felons. Among 
the Romans, Gaming was puniſh'd with Baniſh- 
ment, and I wiſh it were ſo here. 

There is yet a more remarkable thing that 
hath happen'd in the Proſecution of theſe Ga- 
ming-Houſes, and the Gsmeſters Behaviour, and 
alſo in the Behaviour of their Aſſociates. 

The Juſtices being informed that ſeveral 
Bank Bills, taken from People on the High- 
way, were daily exchanged at' the Gaming- 
Houſes; and that the ſaid Gaming-Houſes 
were daily frequented by Highway-men, Houſe- 
breakers, and other Felons; therefore upon the 
20th of the laſt Month, a Warrant was given to 
ſearch in ſuch Houſes for ſich Perſons, which 
Warrant was to be executed the 21/t at Night: 
The Conſtables being advertiſed that thoſe Ruffi- 
ans, knowing their Load of Guilt, would rather 
commit Murder, than put themſelves within 


the Power of the Law; They being four 


in Number, ſummon'd ſome particular People 
=_ 1 of 
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of their Neighbours and Acquaintance to meet 
them, and commanded them in the King's Name 
to aid and aſſiſt them in the Execution of a 
Warrant, which was then produced and read; 
then the Conſtables and their Aſſiſtants pro- 
ceeded, and coming into the Play-houſe Paſſage 
in Drury- Laue, they found the Door of a Gaming- 
houſe, commonly called /andernand's Gaming-bouſe, 
open, and the ſpik'd Hatch, or Door of the 
Gaming-Room within the ſaid Houſe, likewiſe 
open; One of the Conſtables, and ſome of the 
Aſſiſtants, went in, and finding near twenty Peo- 
ple at Play, the Conſtable commanded them in 
the King's Name, to ſurrender themſelves. 
Thereupon the Word was given, that the Dogs 
the Conſtables were come, Murder them; and, 
as the uſual Practice has been among them 
theſe two Years, they drew their Swords, or- 
dered the Candles to be put out, and then 
drove the Conſtables and their Aſſiſtants out of 
their Gaming-Room, and faſten'd the ſpik'd 
Hatch or Door on the In-ſide, puſhing over 
it with their drawn Swords at the Conſta- 
bles, and throwing out Brickbats, and ſeve- 
ral other things, at them and their Aﬀiſt- 
ants. This Paſſage being full of Gaming- 
Houſes, and other Houſes that are frequented 
by diforderly People, (not unlike the Mint up- 
on the Approach of a Bailiff) the Mob aſ- 
ſembled immediately; and being very numerous 
and outragious, the Word was given, among 
the Mob that were aſſembled without Doors, 
to murder the Conſtables and their Aſſiſtants; 
upon which, it was judged proper for the Con- 
ſable to read the Proclamation for preventing 
Tumults and Riotous Aſſemblies, in the ſame 

Words, 
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Words, or in Words to the ſame Effect with 
the Form ſet forth in an Act of Parliament 
made in the firſt Year of his preſent Majeſty; 
but the Conſtables finding that the Mob did 
not diſperſe, but, on the contrary, grew more 
outragious, they immediately ſent to a neigh- 
bouring Juſtice of Peace, to acquaint him of 
their great Danger, and to defire of him to 
order them ſome Aſſiſtance, for they expected 
all to be murder'd. Whereupon the Juſtice 
went to Somerſer-Houſe Yard, and there being but 
a flight Guard, they could not ſpare more 
than a Corporal and four Men ; and the Cor- 
poral having Orders from the Juftice to ſee 
that the Men drew their Ball, the Corporal 
accordingly ſaw the Ball drawn out of every 
Piece; and when he came to the Place where 
the Conſtables were, the Corporal was com- 
manded by the Conftables to poſt two of his 
Men at the Door of the Gaming-Houſe. That 
then there came up two young Gentlemen, 
fwearing at the Soldiers, and asking them 
how they came there; threatning the Soldiers 
that they would puniſh them the next Day 
ſeverely, if they did not depart immediately; 
adding, that they were both Colonels in the 


Second Regiment of Foot-Guards, and that one 


of them was a Juftice of Peace. Both theſe 
Gentlemen, upon Enquiry, prove to be of the 
ancient Kingdom of Feland, and to be enter d 
Students of the Law at the Temple, but have no 
Chambers there, being oblig'd to live and lie 


where it might ſute them beſt. F am ſorry ro 


ſay, that of late, whenever a Watchman hart: 
been wounded in the Streets, or any riotous 


Prank play'd, or any publick Diſturbance _— 
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for the moſt part, ſome of this Country a1 
tound to be the Aggreſſors. But without any 


National: Reflection, it muſt be obſerv'd, that 


one of theſe young Gentlemen was Bail for Mr. 


Selie, who was concern'd with Fitz-Gerald, that 


was hang d for the Murder of a Watchman in 


the Strand. . os 
© Befides theſe two young Gentlemen, there 
were ſeen in the Paſſage ſeveral People in good 
Habits, who are known Gameſters, Captains that 
never are ſeen but by Candle-Light, that dine in 
Cellars, and lie in Garrets, and are conſtant At- 
tendants upon Gaming-Tables, and who, for thele 
ſeveral Years, have paſſed by various Names, as 
they have ſojourned in ſeveral of the adjacent 
Counties, upon what Account I do not care to 
fay ; but I believe it cannot be a Secret, that 
when Men eat and drink, and wear expenſively, 
and have not an Yearly Income of a Groat, 
they muſt and do take Money from other Peo- 
ple, either upon the Highway, at a Faroe, or 
a Hazard-Table, or elſe draw in an Apprentice, 
a Servant, or ſome young Man, at a Tavern 
over a Bottle. And all theſe Ways of coming 
at another Man's Money, without a valuable 


Conſideration, are equally juſt and warrantable; 


and though they may call themſelves Gentle- 


men, and talk of Honour, they know nothing 
of either, but the Sound of the Words. They 
take Mens Money either by Force or Fraud, 


which are in Effect equal Things; for a Man 
robb'd at a Gaming-Table, or on the High- 


way, finds the Loſs the ſame; becauſe he is 


robb'd of fo much of his Subſtance, and is as 


often in Peril of his Life at one Place as the 


other; 1 verily believe, that among the Rioters 
17: Eee that 


r 
that I have been mentioning, there was at leaſt 
two hundred Men, of whom one hundred have 
taken their Tryals, or are daily, liable to a 
Tryal for their Lives, for ſome Capital Crime; 
ſuch as Murder, Rapes, Robberjes, Treaſon, 
and ſuch like, that are, without Benefit of the 
Clergy. It will be eifily imagined, that ſuch 
Men as theſe have no fmall Enmity to all Af- 
fairs of Juſtice, moſt- of them Beg likely to 
end their Days ſoon after they fall into the 
Hands of the Law; it being thus every body's 
Caſe, and all due, Refpe& to the Authority of 
Law being laid aſide by thoſe Ruffans, the poor 
Conſtables expecting every Moment to be their 
laſt, there being a great many Swotds drawn,” 
and the Mob, with one Voice, crying out to 
murder the Dogs; they apply'd again to the 
ſame - Juſtice for further Help, and prevail'd_ 
with him to go to Leiceſter-Fields, to deſite 
the Commanding Officer there to ſend'a Ser- 
jeant and twelve Men to the Aid of the Con- 
ſtables, who were nol. actually in Poſſeſſion of 
ſeveral Priſonets,” upon a W arrant under the - 
Hands and Seals of ten Juſtices of the Peace, 

The Mob being informed that freſh Aid was 
coming to the Conftables, they attacked 
them afreſh with drawn Swords and Staves, 
and reſcued one of the  Prifoners out of 
their Guſtody : lu this Attack, they 
wounded one of the Conſtables with a Sword 
in the Head, and one of his Aſſiſtants was run 
into the Arm; and at the fame time, others 
of the Conſtables received ſeveral Blows from 
the Mob with Brickbats, Tavern - Pqts , 
Ale-houſe-Pots, and ſeveral other Things. 
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The Canſtables and their Aſſiſtants being thus 
aſſaulted 1 in a riotous Manner, and in great Pe- 
Fil of their Lives, one ot the Soldiers fired his 
Piece, and: happen'd to kill one Henry Bomes, 
who was brought up a Taylor, but has for theſe 
four Years Jett oft his Trade, and ſubſiſted 
ever ſince, by. . Gaming only ; and being a Profi- 
cient at his. Trade, has been promoted to the 


Dignity; of a Box-keeper, under which Cha- 
ratter {. dy'd. W hat hath happen'd ſince his 
Death, is pretty extraordinary. The Methods 
that. have been uſed by the Gameſters, their 
Aflociates, Sollicitors, and Adviſers, for throw- 
ing the Riot, and conſequently the Murder of 


Bowes the Gameſter, upon, the Conſtable and his 


Aſſimance, with the Juries that have been pro- 
cured to enquire into the Matter, will be very 


fit to be made publick, that all the World, and 


particularly the Legiſlature, may ſee, that Lon- 
don, eſpecially that Part of it called Weſtminſter, 


is under no hetter Government than Padua, where 


Ruffians, Aſſaſſins, and other lawleſs people 
live at large, and no Man's Life or Fortune can 


be fecure from the Attempts of thoſe Peſts of 
Mankind. ts 

J hope. that the Lexidature being informed, 
that the” many wholſome Laws now in being 
againſt exceſſive and deceitful Gaming, and 
Gameſters, who ſubſiſt by Gaming only, being 
entirely iheffectu!l; that the Evil is now 
above ten, times greater than when the laſt 
Law was made in the gth Year of the late 
Oueen; that Thouſands of Families ſince 
that Time have been ruin'd by Gaming only; 
and that it daily increaſes; that the 
Infettion has ſeized all Ages and Sexes alike, 
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aid all Ranks of People: And that when there 
is any Attempt made by the Magiſtrates to puniſh 
thoſe pernicious Practices, the Peace-Officers, in 
their executing a lawful Authority, ſhall be mur- 
der'd for the due Execution of their Office, 
by a Gang of lawleſs Thieves; or if they 
eſcape with their Lives, they ſhall have , Ju- 
ries pack'd upon them, and Plenty of Ruffians 
for Evidence, to charge them with. Murder, 
Felony, Burglary; or Riots. This, ſurely, is 
a vety terrible Conſideration, that in a Coun- 
try govern'd by Law, as ours is, there ſhould 
be ſuch an Inſtance, wherein the Law ſhould 
be. ſo. notoriouſly perverted, and its Force and 
juſt Defign evaded by the common Plunderers 
of Mankind; and that common Felons ſhould 
inſult over Magiſtrates and others in the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, according to the Laws 
of the Land; and that thoſe Banditti ſhall be. 
able to tür: a Riot and Murder by them 
committed, upon the Magiſtrates, and Officers 
of juſtice. Not that I am deſirous we ſhould 
take a Pattern by any Nation whatſoever how 
ro puniſh ſuch Criminals, yet I will be bold 
to ſay, that had a Riot of this Kind happen'd 
in a neighbouring Nation, the Rioters had in- 
fallibly been chained to an Oar for Life, with- 
out any Remiſſion. But inſtead of Puniſli- 
ment, Play being become a general Vice, a 
Gameſter is ſure of meeting with Advocates 
for offending againſt the Laws of his Country; 
and if a Gameſter can ſteal enough to put 
himſelf into Change of Apparel, he becomes a 
Companion for Perſons of the firſt Quality; 
Miſcreants that have rofe from being Chair- 
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Men, Tavern-Drawers, Foot men, Valet de Chambres, 
Packers, Peruke- Makers, and other mean Trades 
and Occupations, (having diſhoneſtly poſſeſſed 
themſelves of great Wealth, to the Ruin of 
many an ancient and noble Family) appear in 
all the Grandeur imaginable, even in the 
Drawing-Room. . Nay, one of them, Who has 
dreſs d a Periwig within thele three Years for 
Three-Pence, has had the Impudenge to dreſs 
himſelf” in Velvet, and to attempt to play 
(according to an old Cuſtom at Court on a 
F with his ſacred Majeſty, him- 
elf. | SIN . 
I am ſorry to ſay it, but 1 verily, believe, 
that the great Corruptions of late, and the 
daily Immoralities among People of the firſt. 
Rank, are entirely owing to extravagant Li- 
ving, and ſuch Diftreſſes as they have brought 
themſelves into by Gaming any; and many 
Tradeſmen, within a . few: Years paſt, have 
ruined themſelves and Families, from a Paſ- 
ſion for Play; and many an honeſt Man's 
Wife has by Play, and the wretched, Conſe- 
quences of it, ruin'd her ſelf, her Husband, 
and Children: Cuſtom , prevailing ſo. much, 
that Women are now come to play for great 
Sums both in private and, publick, who when 
they are cheated of their Money, ſeldom ſtick 
at Sacrificing the Welfare of themſelves and 
Families to a J) 
not ſpare to expoſe her, and: her Follies, to 
the World. I. 5 
I believe there was neyer a Time in Fyg- 
land more proper for Magiſtrates to exert 
themſelyes, in ſeeing the Laws executed; or 
| | for 
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for the Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, and 
their framing ſome Law that may be effectual 
for curing this Evil; and to make it highly 
criminal for any Ruffian to draw a Sword, 
or to uſe any other Reſiſtance of | a Peace- 
Officer, in the due Execution of his Office: 
And I am ſure this would be done, were 
it properly laid before them, there being a 
eat many in both Houſes of Parliament, 
That have been Eye-Witneſſes to the Ruin of 
Families by theſe Practices, and have the Mor- 
tification to ſee ſome. of their own Relations, 
who have been handſomely provided for, by 
being put out to Trades, into the Army, Na- 
vy, or to the Law, ruin themſelves by Ga- 
ming; and are either obliged to run in ho- 
neſt Tradeſmens Debts, or do ſome other un- 
accountable Thing to ſubſiſt; fometimes to 
condeſcend ſo low as to let themſelves out to: 
Thieves at a weekly Hire, either to attend as 
a Dealer, or ſome other Officer, at a Ga- 
ming-Table ; and ſometimes even to turn 
Ruffians, and for a Dinner to draw their 
Swords and fight for Thieves againſt honeſt 
Mep, and the Laws of the Land. I ſhould be 
glad to ſee the Laws of this Country in 
greater Credit than they ſeem to be held 
in, even by the loweſt and moſt abject ſort of 
People. For my own part, I cannot call that 
Man leſs than a Traytor, that has the Impn- 
dence, to draw his Sword, and reſiſt the Laws 
of his Country; and I could wiſh, ſince no- 
thing elſe can abate their Audaciouſneſs, that 
1t were Felony in any Man at a Gaming-- 
Table, or m a Gaming-Houſe, to draw his 
Sword, 
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Sword; or dtherwiſe to refiſt a Conſtable itt 
the Execution of his Office. 85 
When I conſider the Number of Gaming- 
Houſes, and the Number of Ruffians that are, 
as it were, thus | eſtabliſhed in every Gaming- 
Houſe, and that in leſs than half an Hour, an 
hundred ſworded Men can be got together, 
that fear neither God nor Man, nor think 
themſelves ſubje& to the Laws of either, who, 
through long Practice, eſteem it Merit to 
break through all Laws, or any thing elſe 
that looks like Reftraint and Order among 
Men: It muſt be a melancholy Conſideration 
to find thoſe Perſons, in whom the Execu- 
tion of the Laws are intruſted, to have any 
ſort of Intereſt or Profit from ſuch Houles 
and Societies, that are much more infamous 
than ever any yet ſet up in this Country; 
and more hurtful to all ſorts of People, both 
as to their Fortunes and Morals, than ever 
were invented. The teaching People to make 
light of Money, ſo as not to regard how they 
ſpend it; to negle& their Profeſſions or Cal- 
lings, and the Oeconomy of their Affairs; to 
abandon all Modeſty, ſo as to receive a Dun 
for a juſt 'Debt like a Compliment ; to furniſh 
the whole Expence of their Lives by the Faith 
of honeſt, ' well-meaning, induſtrious People, 
and without 'any Regard to their Creditors for 
what they- eat, drink, or wear; the Money 
which ſhould be apply'd to pay a juſt Debt, 
is required to Keep Meaſures with a Highway- 
man, or to carry to a Gaming-Table, to be di- 
vided among Thieves, which ſhould have been 
paid to the honeſt Creditor, who, for want of 
it, often becomes Bankrupt, and his whole Fa- 
mils 


TS 

mily undone, thus to feed and mamtain the 
Pet and Bane of all good Society. | 

When there is any Method enter'd into for 
Suppreſſing this Evil, every Body in Power ſeems 
equally zealous; and I fear that of late ſome 
who have ſeemed moſt zealous and warm, and 
have taken the Lead, have done it to ſhew 
Thieves the Value of their Friendſhip ; and 
when they have made their Terms, they 
have continued the ſame ſeeming Zeal, but 

row to be ſuch Lovers of Form, that they 
obſtruct all Proſecutions that are undertaken ; 
they pretend to be equally willing to ſuppreſs 
Thieves, and at the fame time are againft e- 
very thing that is propos'd againſt them. Tis 
certainly very proper that Form and Order 
ſhould be oblerved, there is no carrying on a- 
ny thing in Life without Method ; but where 
one Man robs another, or a Society or Gang 
rob the reſt of the Town, what Tenderneſs is 
there due to ſuch 2 When a Man makes out 
that he is robb'd, be it who it will, though 
the Malefactors be diſguiſed, * and are in the 
Apparel of Gentlemen, whoever robs a Man 
is a Thief, and is to be treated as ſuch, in 
the ſame Form and Method ; and whoever 
oppoles that common Form, whatever he may 
lay againſt Thieves, as far as he obſtrutts the 
Proſecution, ſo far he aids, abetts, and aſſiſts 
them, and, in my Opinion, is a ſort of Ac- 
ceſſary in the ſecond Degree: For my own 
part, I cannot diſtinguiſh between theſe ſolemn 
Orators, that are ſuch Lovers of Form, and 
Advocates, ſince the Force and ' Conſequence 
of what they both fay, is for defeuding, at 
leaſt skreening, of Offenders. e 
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Since I have mentioned the Word, Advo- 


cates, it will not be amiſs to give an Account 


of ſome of their Behaviour, | mean Jtinerant 
Advocates, that have lately been employed in 
Bailing the Gameſters: It is not very com- 
mon among Practitioners of Reputation, to be 
Bail, and Evidence too, for their Clients, e- 
ſpecially ſuch Clients as are charged with be- 
Ing common Gameſters and Cheats. When 1 

e People that look like Gentlemen, and call 
themſelves ſo, and own that they have been 
brought up to the Law, or other reputable 
Employments, ſollicit, and turn Evidence for 
Thieves, I cannot help enquiring into their 
Characters; and am jorry to ſay, that I find 
them ta have neglected and quitted their Em- 
ployments, and are become Partners in Faroe- 
Banks, and Aſſociates with Thieves. It is 
enough with ſome of our modern Lawyers, to 
be enter'd of an Inn-of-Court, to have Cham- 
bers in one, or to have ferved half their time 
with a Man of Buſinefs, aud the other half 
in Covent-Garden : Statutes, Caſes, and Reports, 
are not their Study ; they judge it more ne- 
ceſſary for their Practice to ſtudy the Odds 
at Dice, how to lay a Pack of Cards, ſo as to 


cheat an unwary Man of his Money; or how 


to pack a jury, and find ſome Friends for E- 
vidence, to acquit a Thief, and to charge a 
Peace- Officer with a Capital Crime; theſe are 
the Accompliſhments of ſome that frequent 
the Gaming Houſes, and call themſelves Gen- 
themen of the Law. If theſe Gentlemen continue 
to follow, this Practice, tho they do not care 


to live by the, Law, they may happen to die 


by it. Let whatever Collections be made, 


there 
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er, that are not to be corrupted themſelves, 
neither will they ſuffer it in others, when Mat- 
ters are brought before them. They never 


fail of doing Juſtice, and are ſenſible of., the ö 
great Ruin brought upon many Families by 
lawleſs Vermin. G Apparel, a long Wig 


and a Sword, the Title of Gentleman, or 
having been brought up to the Law, or any 
other Profeſſion, and quitting it, ayails no- 


thing with; them, if any Man robs another, 
and follows nothing elſe but Robbing for his 
Livelihood: Theſe Bulwarks of Religion, Li- 


berty, Property, and the Law, they call a Cheat, a 
9 — — as fuch. It People in in- 
ferior Stations do not, by ſome indirect Ma- 
nagement, prevent Things from coming, into 
Weſtminſter-Hall, thoſe good Patriots will be 
ſure to ſhew us the Difference between a Chri- 
ſtian, a Subject, or Gentleman, and a Cheat 
or a Thief; and I care not how often they 


ſhew us how they diſtinguiſh theſe Chara- 


Sers. cc 5 * 
I cannot. conclade without giving an Ac- 
count of ſome Things that happen'd at the 
Seſſions at the Old-Baily. A Fellow, whom I 
have already, mentioned to have been a Draw- 
er at a Tavern in the Pall-Mall, not long 
ago, whoſe firſt Riſe was dealing at Faroe at 
the late Spaniſh Ambaſſador's Aſſemblies, and 
being a great Proficient in the Management 
of a Pack of Cards, and in Games of Skill, 
and now a Sharer in moſt of the Gaming- 
Houſes, and Banks about Covent-Garden, got 
himſelf, for the better carrying on his Em- 


ployment, put into the Commiſſion of the 
E Peace; 


there are Twelve Men that meet at Weſtmine, 


1 Aon 
peace; but his Character being told the no- 
ble Lord that paſs'd the Commiſſion, he or- 
der him immediately, with great Indiguity, 
to be ſtruck out of the Commiſſion, - as his 
Lordſhip did ſome others, who have been a 
Scandal to it. This Drawer, notwithſtanding 
this, had the Impudence to appear upon the 
Bench at the Old. Bally, among the juſtices, 
this laſt Seffions; the Court being informed 
thereof, immediately ordered him down off 
the Bench. This Wretch had the Aſſurance þ 
to inſiſt, that he was fill a Juftice, and had a . 
Right to be there; but the Court being well ap- 
priz'4 of his Character, they mfiſted upon his 
withdrawing immediately, and would not go 
on with any Buſineſs until he was turn'd out. 
This Varlet calls himfelf a Gentleman, and a 
Man of Honour; and as he was going ont 
of Court, wift'd\ that he did but know who 
called him a Gameſter, he weuld have Sa- 
tisfaction of him; ſo that being now a Man 
of Fortune, his firſt Rife, and the Manner of 
his getting his Wealth, he expects ſhould be 
forgot; but indeed it will not be ſo. Harry 1 
the Drawer, Dick the Packer, Tom the Diver, 
Jack the Highway-man, Ned the Chairman, 
the Lawyer, and Patrick the Evidence, whatever 
Money either of them get, they will never be 
received or deemed to Gentlemen. 
. I omit mentioning. auy thing of the Tryal, 
but that all the Evidences produced againſt 
the Conſtables, and their Aſſiſtants, were Peo- 
ple of particular Characters; People, whoſe 
whole Life depends upon Gaming and Game- 
ſters; ſome among them, who pretended to be 
Gentlemen or Lawyers, are a known Box-keeper, 
a 
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a decayed Gameſter, a Captain, a Sticker, a 
Maid belonging to the Gaming-Houſe, a Sol- 
licitor, -a fort of a Cheeſemonger, one that 
calls himſelf an Apothecary, who lodges 'in 
Vinegar-Yard. The Tryal at large, with an 
Account of the Evidence, their Names and 
Characters, will ſoon be printed; As alſo the 
Coroner's Inqueſt, their Names, Charatters, Re- 
ligion, and Employments, with the manner of 
their being ſummon'd all out of one Pariſh ; 
To which will be added, an Account ot the 
late Grand Jury at Weſtminſter, and the Man- 
ner of their being ſummoned, and how all Ju- 
ries there are ſymmoned; and how likely it 
is to have Bills found there againſt a certain 
ſort of People; who it is that has a great 
Profit by Fines, and Compounding of Fines, 
laid on all Gaming-Houſes, Bawdy-Houſes, 
Night-Cellars, Night-Houſes, and other diſor- 
derly Houſes; how difficult it 15 become to convitt 
Offenders, or to acquit innocent People un- 
juſtly charged. Theſe being Conſiderations of 


the utmoſt Importance, *tis humbly hoped, 
that the Legiſlature will think theſe Enor- 


mities of ſo vile and criminal a Nature, and 
ſo very prejudicial to the Common-wealth, 
and good Government of this City, as that 
all proper Methods will be uſed to ſuppreſs 
thoſe Kind of Practices. | 


E 2 The 


The Title and Office Eſtabliſhed 
in the Gaming- Houſes. 


Commiſſoner, always a Proprietor, who 
looks in of a Night, and the Week's 
Accompt is audited by him, and two others 
of the Proprietors. 
A Direttor, who ſuperintends the Room. 
An Operator, who deals the Cards at a Cheat- 
ing Game called Faroe. 
Iwo Cromwpees, who watch the Cards, and 
gather the Money for the Bank. 10 
Two Puffs, who have Money given chem to 
decoy others to play 
A Clerk, who is a Check upon the Taff, to 
ſee that they link none 'of the Money given 
them to play.” | 
A &quib, is a Puff of a lower Rank, who 
ſerves at half Salary, while he is learning to 
_ 


A Flaſher, to ſwear how often the Bank has 
deen ſtript. 


Hunger, who goes about to recover Mo- 
ey loſt at P ws : 


A 
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A Waiter, to fill out Wine, ſnuff Candles, 
and attend in the Gaming-Room. | 
An Attorney, a Newgate Sollicitor. 

A Captain, that is to fight any Gentleman 
that's peeviſh for loſing his Money. | 
An Uſher, that lights Gentlemen up and 
down Stairs, who gives the Word to the Porter. 
A Porter, who is generally a Soldier of the 
Foot-Guards. 

An Orderly Man, who walks up and down 
the out- ſide of the Door, to give Notice to the 
Porter, and alarm the Houſe, at the Approach 
of the Conſtables. | 

A Runner, who is to get Intelligence of the 
Juſtices Meetings. 

Link-Boys, Coachmen, Chairmen, Drawers, or 
others, that bring the firſt Intelligence of the 
Juſtices Meetings, or of the Conſtables being 
out, at half a Guinea Reward. 

An Advocate, or Counſellor out of the Com- 


miſſion of the Peace. 


Common Bail, Affidavit-Men, Ruffians, Bra- 
vo's, Aſſaſſins; cum multis aliis. | 
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